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ticularly fateful that the reinforcements destined for the Eastern Front were drawn from the right wing, which was fighting for a decision, instead of from the left Ming which was stronger "than was necessary after the battle in Lorraine had been fought. The corps which was to have been the third for the Eastern Front was left in Lorraine.
The situation in Galicia had already become threatening. The Russian main forces had hurled themselves on the Austro-Hungarian armies and beaten them east of Lemberg at the end of August.
The Austrian Army \vas not, at the beginning of the war, a first-class fighting instrument. Had we really entertained aggressive intentions before the war, we should have insisted on Austria-Hungary's improving her armaments. Her railway communications, which were totally inadequate, would also have been extended. Our neglect in that respect was, in any case, a great mistake. The Triple Alliance was only a political union, while the Franco-Russian alliance was of a definitely military character, and this constituted a great advantage to our enemies.
Even our arrangements with Austria-Hungary in the event of a joint war were of the poorest. General Count von Schlieffen always feared a breach of faith, \vhich indeed actually occurred. A scheme of mutual operations existed only in the roughest outlines. The deployment of the Austro-Hungarian armies on the further side of the river San was justified only if they felt themselves superior to the Russian Army without outside help, as many Austro-Hungarian officers believed, or if we could cross the river Narew simultaneously with strong forces. But this we were not in a position to do, as the last Army Bill had not granted us the three extra Army Corps for which the General Staff had hoped. Further, we now had also to make up on the Western front for Italy's defection.
According to former military agreements with Italy, three Italian Corps and two Cavalry Divisions were to deploy in Alsace, whilst the main body of the army, minus the coast-defence forces, were to be assembled on the Franco-Italian frontier. Simultaneously, the Fleet was to endeavour to cut France
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